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A short introduction to existing web archives

• The Danish Netarkivet
• Internet Archive
• Library of Congress
• Other web archives

http://www.netlab.dk/


• Netarkivet is run by the Royal Library (National Library of Denmark, 
Copenhagen).

• The Danish part of the Internet is defined as cultural heritage in the Legal 
Deposit Act (Act no. 1439 of 22.12.2004), effective from June 1st, 2005

• The ”Danish part of the Internet” = all Internet content in Danish or meant
for Danes the top level domain .dk and danica (e.g. sites in Danish or
addressing Danes on other domains such as .com, .eu, .nu, etc.)

• .dk domain names: 607.000 in July 2005, 960.000 in January 2013

• Dead .dk domains from July 2005 to January 2013: 741.838

• 2011: Roughly 222 TB; 6 m objects, most common file types are html, 
jpeg, gif and png

• 2013: Most common file types are html, jpeg, pdf and mp4 (video)

• 2014: On July 27 the data in Netarkivet amounted to 501 TB

• 2015: On November 15 the data comprised 654 TB
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2005 

Strategies:
• Broad/bulk
• Selective
• Event
• Special From http://netarkivet.dk/om-netarkivet

Broad Broad Broad Broad

Coverage

TimeEvent Selective E E

http://www.netlab.dk/
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Important because:

The largest and most comprehensive collection of the .dk
domain, and sites relevant to Denmark and Danish culture
(”danica”).

Legal restrictions on access and use.

Access and terms of use: http://netarkivet.dk/adgang/

Url: https://netarkiv-wayback.kb.dk/vpn/index.html

http://www.netlab.dk/
http://netarkivet.dk/adgang/
https://netarkiv-wayback.kb.dk/vpn/index.html


The Internet Archive:
• american non-profit
• from 1996
• not based on national legislation
• in general based on cumulative archiving, following 

hyperlinks from what was already archived
• the worlds largest collection of archived web
• more than 491 billion web pages, collects app. 1 

billion pages per week 
• quality is erratic — often only top level(s)
• heterogenious collection, no overall strategy, including 

donations…
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The Internet Archive
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Important because:

The world’s first and largest archive, accessible to all.

Content and depth varies, and pages are hidden upon 
request from site owners, but the amount of content remains
larger than any other archive.

Url: https://archive.org/

http://www.netlab.dk/
https://archive.org/


Library of Congress web archive:

• from 2000

• curated, topic based and 
selective collections

• harvested by the Internet Archive 
(not Archive-It)

• 763TB
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Library of Congress Web Archive
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Important because:

Open for all, many ready examples of well curated
collections.

Url: https://www.loc.gov/websites/collections/

http://www.netlab.dk/
https://www.loc.gov/websites/collections/
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IIPC Member Archives
http://netpreserve.org/resources/member-archives

List of Web archiving initiatives,
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Web_archiving_initiatives

Truman, G. (2016). WebArchiving Environmental Scan. 
Harvard Library Report.http://nrs.harvard.edu/urn-
3:HUL.InstRepos:25658314

http://www.netlab.dk/
http://netpreserve.org/resources/member-archives
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Web_archiving_initiatives
http://nrs.harvard.edu/urn-3:HUL.InstRepos:25658314
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