
NetLab Tutorial: 

YouTube Comment Scraper 

    



YouTube Comment Scraper 

This tutorial will show step by step how to extract  

commentary tracks for YouTube using Philip 

Klostermann’s YouTube Comment Scraper (YTS). 

The solution works on Windows, Mac, and Linux. 

 

A Windows installation is shown, with additional  

instructions for Mac.  

The tutorial can also be downloaded as PDF. 

 



YouTube Comment Scraper 

Three steps are necessary for downloading  

commentary tracks from YouTube: 

 

Step A: Installing Node.js (substeps 1-9), 

Step B: Installing YTS to Node.js (substeps 10-14), 

Step C: Download YouTube comments by using  

             command lines (substeps 15-28). 



1) Installing Node.js 

Go to this URL 

https://github.com/philbot9/youtube-comment-scraper-cli 

 

— where you will find YouTube Comment Scraper,  

directions for installation and use, and a link to the  

necessary software installation. 
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2) Installing Node.js 

YouTube Comment Scraper 

page. 



3) Installing Node.js 

Scroll down to find directions 

for installation and use. 

 

Open the link for Node.js in 

the Installation section. 



4) Installing Node.js 

Go to this URL, or visit it from previous page  

https://nodejs.org/  and download the latest Node.js version. 

 

A Windows installer is offered on the main page. For Mac or  

Linux select ”Other downloads” under the Windows buttons. 

 

This tutorial shows a Windows installation, with notes for Mac. 

https://nodejs.org/


5) Installing Node.js 

Download the latest version. 

 

A newer version than shown 

in this example will most 

likely be offered.  



6) Installing Node.js 

For Mac or Linux select 

”Other Downloads”. 

 



7) Installing Node.js 

For Mac or Linux choose the 

most recent installer. 

(”Current”). 

 



8) Installing Node.js 

Download the installation file, 

and start the installation. 

 

 



9) Installing Node.js 

Allow the installation process 

to fetch necessary tools. 

Finish the installation.  

 

A command prompt will 

appear and install the 

additional tools. 

 



10) Install YTS to Node.js 

Go back to the Github page 

for the tool where you 

started. 

 

Copy the primary command 

line for installing YTS. 

 



11) Install YTS to Node.js 

Start a command prompt as 

administrator. 

Write ”cmd” in the search 

field to locate it. 

 

Mac users: 

Please see substep 12-b and 

12-c for directions. 

 

 



12) Install YTS to Node.js 

Insert the copied 

command and press 

Enter. 

 
Mac users: 

Please see substep 12-b and 

12-c for directions. 

 



12-b) Install YTS to Node.js (Mac) 

Mac users: Click the 

Spotlight magnifier icon, then 

enter ”Terminal”. Open 

Terminal. 

 

The command ”sudo” must 

be entered before the 

command line you’ve copied 

(see next slide) 

 

 

 

 



12-c) Install YTS to Node.js (Mac) 

The command you need to enter in Terminal is: 
 

sudo npm install -g youtube-comment-scraper-cli 
 

”sudo” forces administrator mode, necessary for this 

installation. Expect a Password Request. 

The password entry will not be shown in any way. 

Press enter after typing password, and the command  

will run. 

 



13) Install YTS. to Node.js 

The installation of YouTube 

Comment Scraper will run. 

 



14) Install YTS to Node.js 

Some error messages may occur. We decided to  

continue the process and worry only if this caused  

problems. 

 

It did not; the error messages seemingly  

concerned other features built into Node.js. 

 



Downloading YouTube Comment Tracks 

You are now set to start downloading YouTube  

comment tracks. 

 

You need to build command lines, and to  

run these from an elevated prompt with Node.js. 

 

We will show you a step by step example. 



15) Building a Command Line 

First, copy the basic 

command line for starting 

YouTube Comment Scraper. 

 



16) Building a Command Line 

It is strongly recommended 

to use a simple text format 

(Notepad on Windows; 

TextEdit on Mac) for 

preparing your first 

commands. 

 

Insert the basic command. 

 



17) Building a Command Line 

From a YouTube page right 

click (on Mac CTRL + click) 

the video to get the Video 

URL. 

 



18) Building a Command Line 

Substitute <VideoID> 

(including the < > brackets) 

with the copied URL. 

 

 



19) Building a Command Line 

Delete the part of the URL 

that is not the unique Video 

ID. 

 



20) Building a Command Line 

You need to specify  the 

output format you want. 

 

Copy this line and insert it 

before the VideoID for .csv 

output. 

 



21) Building a Command Line 

Also copy this line for 

specifying output path and 

file name. 

 

Insert after format command 

as shown on next slide. 

 



22) Building a Command Line 

The format and output 

commands should be placed 

like this. 

 

File type and output format 

do not correspond; we’ll fix 

this momentarily. 

 

Important notice: In this example the output 

destination command ”--outputFile” is shown 

rather than the simpler ”-o” from the 

previous slide. 

 

The capital ”F” is crucial for the command to 

work – remember to copy commands exactly! 

 

 
 



23) Building a Command Line 

Create a folder for your 

downloads. 

 

NB: The folder name may not 

contain spaces, they will 

break the command line 

syntax. 

 

Copy folder path. 

 

 

 



24) Building a Command Line 

Insert your folder path before 

the filename in the directory 

output command. 

 

Mac users please see 

substep 26-b to  

26-f for directions. 

 

 

 

 



25) Building a Command Line 

Now, specify a file name and 

type after the output path. 

 

The file name must end with 

.csv or .json corresponding 

with the output format 

command. 

 

 

 

 

 



26) Building a Command Line 

These are the proper 

command lines for either .csv 

or .json formats on Windows. 

 

Windows users, please 

proceed to substep 27. 

 

Mac users please see 

substep 26-b to  

26-f for directions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



26-b) Command Lines for Mac 

The destination commands for Mac may be built to  

place your output files in your Home folder, or in a  

folder of your choice. 

 

Your Home folder may be opened by choosing 

Finder > Go > Home. 



26-c) Command Lines for Mac 

After replacing ”USERNAME” with your own user  

name, this command will place an output file titled  

”file.csv” in your Home folder: 

 
youtube-comment-scraper -f csv --outputFile /Users/USERNAME/file.csv BWb8YqAVTgw 

 



26-d) Command Lines for Mac 

If you have a folder called ”YT_test” on your  desktop 

(important: avoid spaces in the folder name), this  

command will place an output file titled ”file.csv” in that  

folder: 
 

youtube-comment-scraper -f csv --outputFile /Users/USERNAME/Desktop/YT_test/file.csv BWb8YqAVTgw 

 

(You still have to replace ”USERNAME” with your own) 

 



26-e) Command Lines for Mac 

Command versions with csv and json formats: 

Home folder: 
youtube-comment-scraper -f csv --outputFile /Users/USERNAME/file.csv BWb8YqAVTgw 

youtube-comment-scraper -f json --outputFile /Users/USERNAME/file.json BWb8YqAVTgw 

 

Desktop folder ”YT_test”: 
youtube-comment-scraper -f csv --outputFile /Users/USERNAME/Desktop/YT_test/file.csv BWb8YqAVTgw 

youtube-comment-scraper -f json --outputFile /Users/USERNAME/Desktop/YT_test/file.json BWb8YqAVTgw 

 

 

 



26-f) Running Your Command Line(s) 

On a Mac you will need to 

open Terminal to enter 

your commands, as shown 

earlier in substep 12-b. 

 

You may now enter and run 

command lines. 

 

 

 

 



27) Running Your Command Line(s) 

You now need to start 

Node.js. 

 

In the search field, write 

”node.js”. 

 

Right click Node.js command 

prompt and run as 

administrator. 

 



28) Running Your Command Line(s) 

Now insert the command for 

the outout you need. 

 

Here it is the json format 

selected. 

 

Press enter. 

 



29) Running Your Command Line(s) 

The program works for a 

while; you will see nothing 

happening. 

 

When finished you will get a 

new command prompt. 

 



30) Running Your Command Line(s) 

You may want to run 

commands for both the .csv 

and .json format (shown in 

substep 26). 

 

Simply add next command 

and wait for new prompt. 

 



31) Looking at your result (json) 

Your target folder now 

contains the downloaded file. 

 

Let’s take a quick look at it… 

 

 

 



32) Looking at your result (json) 

You can open a .json file by 

right clicking (on Mac 

CTRL+click) and selecting 

”Open with”, and a browser 

of your choice. 

 

 

 

 



33) Looking at your result (json) 

If a browser is not offered 

when choosing ”Open with”, 

you may have to point it out 

in your system. 

 

 

 

 



34) Looking at your result (json) 

Here the file is opened with 

the browser Firefox. 

 

By choosing ”Raw Data” you 

can see the comments, but 

not as they would look in the 

original page. 

 

 

 

 



Remarks on Results 

.json files can be opened with various programs,  

e.g. browsers. 

 

.csv files can be opened as a spreadsheet in  

Excel or similar, with data (such as the text  

contents of  comments) sorted in columns. 

 



Remarks on Results 

The .json and .csv formats have different  

advantages. 

 

It is recommended that you run commands to  

obtain both file types, unless you know exactly  

which file type you will need. 

 


